WHY    WE    CONTINUED    THE    WAR

Ambassador, Dr. Pascua, various matters connected with the
situation of the Republican troops in France, and having learned
of their presence, Senor Azana sent out an adjutant to invite
them to pay him their respects. Various matters were discussed,
among them the position in the central-southern zone. To the
President's questions regarding the military situation, the
generals replied frankly as befitted a private conversation, and
made no attempt to conceal the difficulties of resistance. To
the great surprise of the army leaders, Senor Azana then asked
them to send him a written report of all they had just said.
"You will thus be doing a great service both to Spain and to
myself." General Hidalgo de Gisneros answered that he regretted
he could send such a report only to his immediate chief, the
Minister of National Defence, or through the latter's inter-
mediary. In reply to Senor Azana's remark that it was perfectly
constitutional for the President of the Republic to ask for the
official opinion of the army leaders who called on him, General
Gisneros explained clearly the reasons for his presence in the
Embassy and the merely incidental character of his interview
with the President. Generals Rojo and Jurado subsequently
wrote a letter to Senor Azana asking to be excused from sending
the report.

When I realized that there was no hope of persuading Senor
Azana to return to Spain, I decided to leave for Toulouse,
from which town I was able to maintain contact with the
ambassadors.

Meanwhile the diplomatic activity which had begun two weeks
before, and which now centred on London, was developing
rapidly. On February isth, Senor Azdtrate, the Spanish Ambas-
sador in London, informed the British Foreign Office that his
Government, having carefully studied the situation in Spain, were
confirmed in their impression that in the central-southern zone
it could dispose of the necessary factors to allow of resistance
for a certain period. The Ambassador also recapitulated the
terms on which we would be willing to consider a cessation of
hostilities.

"The Spanish Government," added the Ambassador, "without